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THE BRIDGE PLAYER’S MANTRA 

 
 

Number 24! 
With input from Chris Bosenberg, Craig 

Gower and Neville Eber 
 

 
 

In the Teams Championship Head-
to-Head Finals, everything, and I 
mean everything hinged on the last 
board, board 24; whichever team 
gained an advantage would be 
crowned Champions. And what a 
challenging board it was to play at 
the end of the final taxing session.  
Again, we’ve decided to leave the 
names out of it, but you may make 
your own assumptions! 

 

♠ KQ64 

 ♥ 9742 

 ♦ J32 

 ♣ J5 

♠ AJT98 ♠ 753 

♥ QJ  ♥ AT6 

♦ A9  ♦ Q87654  

♣ AK32 ♣ 4 

 ♠ 2 

 ♥ K853 

 ♦ KT 

 ♣ QT9876 
Dealer: W                 Vul: None 

 
 

At the one table, NS found 

themselves in 3♣ doubled, duly 
going down 2 for – 300 but still with 
a small over-all lead! 

   
It now all hinged on how EW did at 
the other table.  They duly found 

the optimum contract of 4♠, and 
received the expected heart lead, 
ducked to South’s King.  Back came 

the ♠2, and now we are decision-
point X with three critical choices: 

 

Choice 1 – play low, North wins 
with the King, comes back a second 
spade, and we go down! 

 

Choice 2 – Go up with the Ace and 

maybe make it. Play A♣ and ruff a 
club; cash two heart tricks’ pitching 
a diamond from hand. Then return 

to hand with the ♦A and ruff 
another club; we still go down as 
North will soon have more trumps 
than we have, and we will also not 

make our K♣. 
 

Choice 3 - Go up with the Ace and 

make it! How?  Cask the AK♣ and 
play a third club, aiming to ruff in 
dummy. Any expert North would 
ruff first with the Queen, and then 

continue with the ♠K and a third 
spade.  It looks like we’d have to go 
down one with a loser each in clubs 
and diamond and only one discard; 
but don’t despair.  Play off all your 
trumps to come to this position: 
 

♥ Q  ♥ AT 

♦ A9  ♦ Q4  

 ♣ 2  ♣ -- 
 

South is now holding the ♦K which 
he has to protect along with the 
ranking club; this proves impossible 

on the lead of the ♥Q to the Ace 

followed by the ♥T. 
Unfortunately, we chose Choice 1 
and went down! And that was that! 
 

IT’S ALL A MATTER 

OF PRIORITIES 

 

It’s their much-anticipated wedding 

night and Roy and Susie are just 

getting down to the business of 

wedded bliss when his cell-phone 

rings! Roy answers and Susie has to 

endure a ninety-minute conversation 

about bridge!! [She, of course, doesn’t 

even play the damned game!]  In a 

nutshell, the caller had gone down in a 

very makeable six spades.  When the 

call finally ends, Su, by now in tears, 

sobs “How can he be so inconsiderate.  

That was terrible.” “You’re right, 

honey.  All he had to do was take a 

finesse against the queen!” 

 

A BRIDGE to ETERNITY 

 
The devil appeared before a bridge 

player and made him an offer. "I can 

arrange some things for you,” the 

devil said. "I'll make sure you win 

every tournament you enter. Your 

partners will love and worship you; 

your opponents will fear and respect 

you and you will live to be a hundred. 

All I want in return is your wife's soul 

which will burn in hell for eternity.”  

The bridge player thought for a 

moment.  "OK, I give up …What's the 

catch?” 
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Please note that the final Pairs’ Prelims results have already been posted on the SABF web-site and are up on the 
Congress notice-board outside the playing area. 

The Pairs Finals – Round 1  
 

PRESIDENT 

 

 
Total 

R
an

k 

4 Mahmudah Deen & Samina Esmail 308 1 

2 Pamela De Villiers & Helen Maddison 305 2 

3 Rossah Ditirwa & Dikgang Modisaotsile 292 3 

9 Margie Barteltt & Betty Lechmere Oertel 290 4 

5 Howard Cottrell & Marc De Borchgrave 281 5 

6 Adri Peenz & Ice Peenz 279 6 

8 Neels Kloppers & Vanessa Woltersdorf 278 7 

20 Deidre Ingersent & Vaun Robson 268 8 

13 Roxy Kelly & Kitty Phillips 263 9 

7 Susanne Braadveldt & Derrick Newson 253 10 

11 Sheila Francis & Charmaine Lobel 252 11 

1 Anne Dannheiser & Martin Dannheiser 244 12 

15 Joan Van Vught & Lex Van Vught 243 13 

14 Jenny Audion & Moira Clarke 241 14 

16 Anthony Fletcher & Crispian Hotson 232 15 

17 Sandy Candotti & Tanya Venter 230 16 

10 Ros Hulley-Miller & Sugar Rhodes 218 17 

18 Mel Frame & Stan Sandler 211 18 

19 Priscilla Maphorisa & Margaret Nchenje 188 19 

12 Prince Chidzala & Aobakwe Segau 164 20 

 

 

PLATE 

  

  Total 

R
an

k 

3 Sigi Ismail & Ebrahim Moosa 305 1 

4 Val Bloom & Tas Nestoridis 303 2 

13 Tebogo Kubanji & Glod Maele 296 3 

    

5 Ann Miller & Wilf Sperryn 285 4 

2 Gail Gruenbaum & Patrick Hansen 279 5 

12 Peta Balderson & Jenny Gautschi 276 6 

1 Fiona Smith & Marita Ware 271 7 

16 Sue Botha & Ingrid Wheeler 267 8 

9 Juliet Lovelace & Colin v d Westhuizen 258 9 

7 Erica Golan & Ann Sturrock 257 10 

6 Chenesani Pelaelo & Olebile Tshupelo 256 11 

8 Amanda Morgan & Hanlie Phillips 254 12 

15 Rob Solomon & Sandy Wentzel 253 13 

10 Susan Custers & Bev Kassel 246 14 

11 Johan Bouwer & Graham Burrows 238 15 

20 Ben Cilliers & Paul Klueck 236 16 

14 Keoagile Chamo & Meshack Kgosidialwa 230 17 

17 May Kennelly & Norman Kennelly 183 18 

18 Hans Lombard & Tijmen Nagel 178 19 

    

    

    

    

19 
Janet Colebank & Anne-Marie 
Waterman 169 20 

 
 

CONGRESS 

  

  Total 

R
an

k 

12 
Letsogile Mafa & Omphemetse 
Moedi 433 1 

2 Diniar Minwalla & Nancy Minwalla 411 2 

8 Nicholas Antonatos & Pravin Patel 409 3 

10 Chris Child & Di Rosslee 407 4 

5 Di Knowler & Kraft Von Aulock 404 5 

13 Frank Chemaly & Jan Chemaly 398 6 

6 Roz Bernstein & Sharon Lang 385 7 

3 Martin Grunder & Imtiaz Kaprey 379 8 

7 Alan Lewis & Jennie Lewis 379 8 

16 Arthur Hughes & Mignon Leigh 367 10 

11 Jeanne Mcleod & Wilson Mcleod 356 11 

9 Marina Breytenbach & Jenny Foaden 356 11 

1 Peter Ward & Stephan Winkler 343 13 

19 Mary Mutch & Beth Oldacre 342 14 

18 Johan Muller & Vanessa Vos 339 15 

20 Lotte Sorensen & Rob Stephens 335 16 

14 Ghita Sandler & Irene Sundelson 329 17 

15 Trish Crosse & Bev Hewitt 317 18 

17 Merle Bracher & Sharon Izerel 315 19 

22 Ebrahim Ismail & Yunoos Omar 312 20 

21 Mbakisi Malilo & Prince Ramoseki 300 21 

4 Di Adrain & Roger Wilson 299 22 

 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

  

  Total 

R
a
n

k
 

16 Nicola Bateman & Merle Modlin 429 1 

7 Larry Chemaly & Tim Cope 423 2 

15 Maureen Narunsky & Joy Swiel 422 3 

9 Noah Apteker & Bernard Donde 417 4 

4 
Anders Morath & Sven-Ake 
Bjerregaard 415 5 

5 Neville Eder & Chris Bosenberg 413 6 

6 Alon Apteker & Craig Gower 405 7 

12 Andrew Brooke & Leif Stabell 382 8 

14 Diana Balkin & Maureen Holroyd 373 9 

3 Chris Castelein & Hennie Fick 366 10 

10 Kit Gilmour & Helen Kruger 363 11 

13 Renee Kenny & Charmaine Lipshitz 360 12 

8 Clyde Mallinson & Torquil Paterso 360 12 

1 Kathy Driver & James Grant 354 14 

18 Juliet Harrison & Delys Shepard 354 14 

2 Anton Der Kinderen & Glen Holman 352 16 

11 Carol Grunder & Denise Nordengen 323 17 

19 Joe Mohamed & Shiraz Patel 321 18 

17 Lindi Honey & Norman Knight 305 19 

20 
Andrzej Chmielowski & Harun 
Ebrahim 282 20 

21 Estelle Elliot & Karen Fourie 281 21 

22 Jude Apteker & Greg Hingle 237 22 
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